
 
Douglas PTO Meeting 
September 5,2017 
 

In Attendance 
Pam Morissette, Allyssa Parkinson, Beth Bergstrom, Melissa Johnson, Bria Peach, Rachel Sartori, Sam 
Cederbaum, Pam Chisholm, Robert Flynn, Jen Chamberland, Wendy Lukason, Jenn Duclos 
 
Meeting called to order by Pam M at 7:05 
 

Approval of minutes 
The minutes from the June 13, 2017 meeting were reviewed and motion to accept by Sam C.,seconded 
by Rachel S. , approved unanimously. 
 

Budget/Fundraising 
Per Jen C.: The budgets from both June and July were reviewed. We had a very successful year of 
fundraising last year. Many fundraisers did better than expected, especially theWalk-a-thon which 
brought in over $12,000. We exceeded our fundraising goal by $17,000. Next month will review Aug and 
Sept.  
Current and Upcoming Fundraisers 
Fall Bulbs: 50% of profits goes to PTO, send home with students 8/31 and runs thru Sept 15. 
School Store: First store is set to run on Friday Sept 22nd. Lots of new items available. Inventory was 
organized by Pam C and Jenn D over the summer. Now have an inventory tracking system in place so we 
can keep better track of what sells and what doesn’t.  
Hannaford Cause Bags: Elected for month of Sept. Buy a bag, PTO earns $1. Flyers going home this week.  
Uno’s Dough Raiser: Melissa Johnson has worked with the people at UNOs and organized a Dough Raiser 
for Friday, Oct 12th, 20% of your check goes to Douglas PTO. Flyers will be sent home end of Sept. Also, 
spoke about a program for staff to order lunch through UNOs, they deliver it, proceeds go to PTO too. 
Potentially for Oct 6th Professional Development Day 

 
Committee Reports 
Staff Appreciation:  Kara staying on as chair with Jenn D as co-chair. Sent out a Welcome Back gifts of lip 
balm to staff. Staff really liked this per Mr.C. Committee can always use help. Currently brainstorming 
ideas. Planning an every other month schedule.  
 
Spirit Wear/School Store: Pam C. worked with an illustrator on a new logo per Mr. C.’s suggestion last 
year. Now have our own custom tiger and paw print.  Ordered new t-shirts, sweatshirts, water bottles, 
fleece blankets, etc. Thinking of some other items like a yowie, which is popular in Scouts, or beach 
towel, string bag.  Old items 50%off, not focusing on adult sizes on new items. All online now, can 
preorder new or buy old. Items will be available at Ice Cream Social. Can take credit cards using square 
one system. Proposed school store dates: Sept 22, Oct 20th, then will be first Fridays of each month for 
rest of year. 
 
Recess: Jen W staying on. She has lots of items to replenish the recess carts at both schools. Bought stuff 
with Tools for Schools and other rewards programs. 
 
 

MINUTES  



Family Events:  
Ice Cream Social:  This event is one of the most popular events that the PTO hosts. Melissa Johnson 
organized this event for us this year. She reports that we are confirmed for ice cream: chocolate, vanilla, 
chocolate chip, bowls, spoons, napkins, and sprinkles. All generously donated by the Ice Cream Lady, 
Donna.  Ice Cream and toppings free.  Fee of $5 for unlimited carnival games. This year 4-5 carnival 
games and face painting to keep kids busy.  Also will have a magician doing pocket magic during event 
6:30-7:30. Trax from the Worcester Railers is also coming to event. We will be selling Spirit Wear, water, 
and the Halloween costumes from the Community Closet. Melissa has secured 31 raffle prizes currently, 
more on way. 3 supermarkets plus Walmart donated gift cards. She used those to buy supplies and 
frames. 2 teacher donations so far: Mr c is donating principal for the day and Mrs Tedisky donating lunch 
with 4 students. She is going to push those out more in hopes more teachers participate. Pre-sale raffle 
ticket flyer went out last week. She has posted on all class Facebook pages. Also will be an ice cream toss 
raffle game, like the marshmallow toss game from book fair that the kids loved, where they can win 
raffle tickets too. 11 8th grade/high school student volunteers to run games/facepaint. Need Point 
People for each station.  We discussed set up logistics, since plan to have carnival games outside 
wouldn’t work due to it getting dark out earlier. Also suggested 2 lines for ice cream to keep crowd 
moving. 
Trunk-or-treat: Event scheduled for Friday Oct 27th 6-8. We have so much candy and stuff to hand out in 
PTO room, so will not need donations.  Not sure on pizza/refreshments will be offered, still need to work 
out a plan. Wendy Lukason volunteered to chair the event. Event will need a committee.  
Worcester Railers Night: They contacted Melissa J. about an event night with group tickets. We will 
need to pick a date, thinking maybe January or Feb. Pam C asked if they have a chuck a puck fundraiser 
during event? Melissa will check with them. She said tickets are about $20 each, and everyone gets a 
hat.  
West End Creamery: Pam C has reached out to them about their non-profit reduced rates on Friday 
nights. She hasn’t heard back yet.  
Talent Show or Lip Sync Battle: Pam C. has spoken with the new new music teacher, Mr. Buono, about 
hosting a talent show or lip sync since the PTO survey results had this listed as an event people would 
like to see. He suggests April/May would be a good time for event. More info to follow. Will need a 
committee. 
Providence Bruins in Nov. 17th : Pam M. has set up another fun family event with the Providence Bruins. 
Information will be sent home as event gets closer. 
 
Community Relations: Jenn D. chairing this committee. Mr. C. mentioned that every day since school 
started they have gone to closet for something. Still have an abundance of clothing. We have discussed 
selling some items thru the De ja Vu consignment sale, we would need help sorting what items we want 
to sell, donate, or keep. Wendy L. mentioned the $5 fill-a- bag we had done in the past.  
 
Rewards: Bria P. is taking over as committee chair. We need committee to count box tops. Summer 
Raffle due by Friday. Winners from each school will be chosen and will win $20 amazon gift card.  
 
New reward programs: Pam C. has set up a couple of new rewards programs. Mabels Labels runs til 
Dec. and will possibly run again in spring. You order through link online.  Shutterfly/Tinyprints- again, 
shoppers just use link on PTO website and we get portion of proceeds. Lisa Dean renewed tools for 
schools and stop and shop. We are no longer doing plastic bags or shoes. New box tops boxes at bank 
and post office. Bria P. asked if we are we continuing with the Planet Aid bins in the skate park. As of 
now, we are. There was an incident this summer with drop off items not allowed being left.  We need to 
monitor it.  



Principals Reports 
Primary: Mrs Socha couldn’t be here. 
Elementary: Mr. Cederbaum in attendance 
He reports that the year off to great start. 2nd graders have transitioned great. The After school 
enrichment program is set to start back up Oct 2nd thru Dec 2nd, no classes week of Thanksgiving or week 
before. Program will run 8 full weeks. Students pay per course, and attend 1hr week for 8 weeks. It is 
parent responsibility to pick up at 3:45. Usually has 200 kids every 8 weeks, so it is a well-liked and 
utilized program. Teachers will be turning in their class descriptions this week and a brochure will be 
sent out to students and families soon. His ultimate goal is to continue this into a summer program.  The 
school had its first fire drill today. Everyone get out great. The fire chief is pushing fire codes, which state 
that any paper on walls needs to be covered, so all the bulletin boards need plexi glass. He is going to 
start looking into what that costs and hopes some of the PTO budget could help off-set these costs. 
He also mentioned that he had a 2nd grade parent orientation this year before the start of school. There 
was a good turn out and it was very informative.  

Teacher’s Reports 
No teachers were able to attend 
 

Other Buisness: 
We have Trex planters in PTO room. There is  one for each school. We need to decide where to put 
them and upkeep them.   
New Mascot/Logo: Naming contest: We want to get the kids involved in naming. Ideas on contest: 
Rachel S. suggests we get every class come up with a name and vote on the name at ice cream social. 
The class that picks the winning name could get extra recess, or gift card to school store, or sicker/tattoo 
with the new mascot. Since this mascot/logo is unique to our school, we want to make it special. 
Schedule of Meetings: We will meet the 1st Tuesday of every month  
Volunteers for Ice Cream Social: Many volunteers need to make event successful. Need ice cream 
scoopers. Can sign up online.  
Octoberfest: We have decided to not do it this year. It falls on Columbus Day weekend, so getting 
volunteers to work booth will be hard. The event is usually a lot of work and we barely make any money.  
There were no objections to this decision. 
Other Fall fundraisers:  Pam M. wants to know if we want to continue with Yankee candle and wreaths. 
Consensus is yes, many people like these fundrasiers and ask about them. Survey we did had them listed 
as fundraisers that are liked. Other ideas we discussed were a wine tasting event. We will look into this 
type of event more. Also Pam M. wanted to know if we want to do magazine renewals with online link? 
Pam C says nix it so we tell community that we heard what you said in the survey. Most others say try it 
online to see what happens.  We decided to try this online only this year and discuss the success next 
year.   
Open House: At Primary, Mrs. Socha will be running a book fair at Primary to benefit that school. She 
may need help running this event. Will touch base with her.  
 PTO won’t be having a booth during Open House because we have ice cream social same week. We will 
just have a PTO table at the Ice Cream Social. 
 

Next Meeting: 
Tuesday Oct 3rd at 7PM at Elementary School Library 
Motion to adjourn made by Rachel S. at 8:26 , second by Sam C.,  and passed unanimously.  
 


